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Terms and Definitions

Deforestation

Degradatior

Terms and Definitions

A lasting change of natural forest cover or High Conservation Value (HCV) areas induced by human
activity.

Conversion from forest to agricultural use, whether human-induced or not.

Structural changes to forest cover, taking the form of the conversion of:
(a) primary forests or naturally regenerating forests into plantation forests or into other wooded land; or
(b) primary forests into planted forests

A conclusion, following a risk assessment, that either there is no cause for concern that material from a
specific geographic area originates from unacceptable sources or that material is mixed with non-
eligible inputs or material with a different origin in such a way that would not allow the level of risk
related to origin to be confirmed as negligible.

A conclusion, following a risk assessment, that either there is no cause for concern that material from a
specific geographic area originates from unacceptable sources or that material is mixed with non-
eligible inputs or material with a different origin in such a way that would not allow the level of risk
related to origin to be confirmed as negligible.

A conclusion, following a risk assessment, that there is cause for concern that material from
unacceptable sources may have been sourced or entered the supply chain from a specific geographic
area. The nature and extent of this risk are specified to define efficient mitigation measures.



Part 1: General Requirements

The Process Steps To Develop A Risk Assessment Include:

Gathering and

. . assessin Designatin
Determining the . 9 . . /€19 9
. information Determining risk for each
scope of therisk
related to the source types assessed
assessment . .
indicators under indicator

assessment
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Establishing
mitigation
measures
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Specify the area covered by the
assessment,

Specify the indicators that are coveredin
the case of partial risk assessments.

Specify the product/commodity scope
under assessment.

If an indicator is not considered applicable in the
risk assessment, a justification for why an

indicator is ‘not applicable’ is to be included and
agreed upon with the responsible organization.

Part 2: Assessing Risk




Gathering and
Assessing Information

Gather sufficientinformation to assess each indicator
and to justify the risk designation reached.

Develop the assessment based on the following:
A public sources of information

A consultations with experts and stakeholders

Experts are an essential source of information, consult
with them if:

there are limited publicly available sources of
information to evaluate the indicator and to reach a
risk conclusion and

there are doubts about how risk conclusion shall be
graded

input is needed to establish mitigation measures.

Gathering and assessing information
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Reference data sources, including information gathered via
experts (anonymized by default), in such a way that they
are verifiable by third parties.

Information sources older than five years should be avoided
unless their relevance and reliability can be confirmed.


chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/connect.fsc.org/document-centre/documents/retrieve/0229b10e-ebf8-4df1-b184-c0121051ad0c?mode=view
https://connect.fsc.org/media/risk-assessment-templatexlsm
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Determination of geopolitical scale and source types 2 rerai

In the determination of geopolitical scale and source types, consider the following aspects:

1. Geopolitical scale - determination based on geographical boundaries, such as administrative sub-divisions and/or biological and/or
geographical subdivisions;
Source types - determination based on non-geographical characteristics, such as the type of forested area, tenure or ownership, scope of
management, as well as scale, intensity and risk of forest management operations.

Clearly describe source types and ensure they are understandable and identifiable by risk assessment users. Provide shapefiles with the layer
of polygons representing the homogenous risk areas at the geopolitical scale within the area of the assessment using GIS format. Only data

meeting internationally recognized spatial standards can be used.

Some other things to consider:
A Itis desirable to present source types on maps, documenting areas of both ‘negligible’ and ‘non-negligible risk’.

A Establishing source types relevant to the area under assessment will allow for a clear designation of risk for the possible origins of
material under assessment and the provision of clear and meaningful mitigation measures.

A The homogeneity of the area under assessment needs to be considered.

Vi Determination of geopolitical scale and source types
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Designation of Risks

Based on the information gathered by the process lead, they will

rovide arisk designation. :
P 9 Affect a wide areq, causes

Each indicator under assessment is determined to be: significant damage, and/or 3
A Negligible risk continues over a long period of ki
A Non-negligible risk pege
A Not applicable (when an indicator is not considered Indicate the absence or
applicable in the risk assessment) breakdown of enforcement of Unusual or non-systematic;
. : - . the legal system;
When assessing the risk, management activities, harvesting and
production activities, and the scale and intensity of the Are not corrected or adequately
management operation will be assessed. responded to upon being Limited in their impact
identified
It has a significant negative
impact on society, the Effectively controlled through the
Substantiate the risk designation, including a production of forest products implementation of monitoring
justification of the identified risk(s) to provide the and other services, the forest and enforcement measures
rationale behind the conclusion. Template link here: ecosystem, and the people carried out by efficient and

directly and indirectly affected effective government agencies.
by forest operations.

Designation of risks



https://connect.fsc.org/media/risk-assessment-templatexlsm

‘ Establishing
Mitigation Measures

Where ‘non-negligible risks’ are identified, mitigation
measures are to be implemented to reduce the risk from
‘non-negligible’ to ‘negligible’.

Provide mitigation measures for each identified risk as
well as the following information:

Classification of the verifier used in evaluating the
mitigation measure (e.g., document verification,
stakeholder consultation, field visit). Often, multiple
types of verification may be needed to effectively
mitigate arisk.

Clear guidance on what information shall be
reviewed and the actions suggested to address the
identified risk(s).

Chapter 1: Introduction
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High Conservation Values (HCVs)

The scope of the assessment of HCVs includes assessing HCV presence and threats to HCVs
caused by management activities, including harvesting or production that occurs outside the
scope of a formal management process.

Assess the following HCVs regarding the risk of being threatened by management activities: Wi

Habitat removal; Habitat fragmentation; and the

-] wPEE{SEVR v ISt Introduction of alien/invasive species.

Fragmentation, including access (roading); and

HCV 2 Landscape-level ecosystems and mosaics commerciallogging, or logging for the primary purpose
of wood production (this applies only to IFLs.)

HCV 3 Ecosystems and habitats Lack of effective protection

10 Part 3: Indicator-Specific Requirements
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Critical ecosystem services, including the
HCV 4 protection of water catchments and control of
erosion of vulnerable soils and slopes.

Reduction of water quality/quantity and negative
impacts on human health

The compromising (impacting) of fundamental needs of
Indigenous Peoples, Traditional Peoples, and local
Community Needs communities by management activities.

HCV 5 “requires the engagement of local communities and
Indigenous Peoples.

Destruction and/or disturbance of rights or values

Cultural values : .
requires the engagement of local communities and

HCV 6 Indigenous Peoples.

[ It is recommended that for more in-depth information you read: Common guidance for the identification of High Conservation Values ]

1 Part 3: Indicator-Specific Requirements


https://www.hcvnetwork.org/library/common-guidance-for-the-identification-of-hcv-english-indonesian-french-portuguese

Identifying HCV Presence and Threats

The best available information to be used for the identification
of HCV presence and assessment of threats to HCVs includes,
butis not limited to:

a. Available HCV surveys conducted in the area under
assessment;

b. Consultation withrelevant databases and maps; and

c. Consultation withrelevant local and regional experts.

A Use spatial data documenting HCV presence whenever
possible.

When assessing risk thresholds for HCVs, consider the
following and utilize where relevant:

a) Inareaswhere HCVs are protected by country or
regional nature protection schemes, assess the
effectiveness of the implementation of those
protection schemes;

b) Incaseswhere thereis ongoing external
regional/national consultation on specific issues
related to HCVs that affect risk designation, consider
the outcomes of such processes, applying the
precautionary approach; and

c) Inareas where thereis forest conversion and
degradation.



Forest Conversion and AL
Degradation
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a) Extentandimpact of activities responsible for
endangering forest cover;

Use spatial data meeting internationally recognized
spatial standards and documenting forest
conversion and degradation whenever possible;

Use of spatial data for risk assessment should be
supported by other data types whenever possible;
and

1)  Governance assessmentin areas where conversion
of natural forest is prohibited by law. This may
include an assessment of the overall effectiveness
of the administration to ensure the implementation
of laws and regulations pertaining to conversion
and degradation.

OFSC / Phil Sharps
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When assessing each indicator, the risk thresholds provided in this table should be used as 'and/or". I
one of the thresholds is met, then it will result in ‘non-negligible’ risk designation.

For indicators 56 and 57, applying risk thresholds are specified in the table.

For information on each indicator, click on the block below

Land use and management Taxes and fees

Management activities and
environmental protection

Human and labour rights

Due diligence/due care

High Conservation Values (HCV)

Skip to next section

14 Part 4: Indicators for Risk Assessment





































































